Control of infection wards--are they worthwhile?
Prevention and control of hospital-acquired infections is a major issue challenging the Infection Control Team in the United Kingdom. Confronted with this problem, a control of infection ward was opened to segregate as many patients as possible from the rest of the hospital in order to prevent transmission of infection to other vulnerable patients. The author, as the Control of Infection Doctor, discusses in detail the strengths and weaknesses of such an arrangement and expresses his personal views as to whether it is a worthwhile and cost-effective method to combat hospital-acquired infection.